Information about a referendum for the legalization of
common offspring of all hominids (unity of humans and
primates through common offspring), Kassel, 2012

Referendums take place on the federal level in Germany, except in the case of horder
modifications, which are not currently intended. At the state level, there are referendums

in all federal states.

Arguments of the Promoter of the Proposed Initiative Bill

Freedom from paternalism

The referendum seeks fo legalize mutual procreation between humans
and primates in order to make common offspring of primates and humans
possible. The amendment should prevent the criminalization of humans
who actively work to overcome the boundaries between humans and
animals.

Closing the gap

A solution to the question of the “missing link” between humans and
primates - the gap between ape and man. To enable the infermediate link
in order to close the gap: towards a human-ape hybrid.

Something was lost along the evolutionary road from animals to humans.
It would enrich us to find it again. Once the gap between nature and
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civilization is overcome, the exploitation of nature and our alienation
from it will cease. In the interest of knowledge, we are also advocating for
the reunification of animals and humans, the wedding of the kingdoms
of nature. We should achieve frontier runners between the animal and
human kingdoms, between nature and culture.

What we are advocating may sound extreme to many, but the destruction
of the natural world is occurring quickly and radically. Therefore, we can
be neither safisfied nor secure in our victory over nature. There is much
work to be done.

Preface: Human beings do not like to think of themselves

as animals.

It is fundamental to their self-image that human beings do not like to
think of themselves as animals. Yet they are animals nonetheless. The
great ape is a member of the hominid family, and the long-believed
dividing line between ape and man is disappearing thanks fo scientific
progress. Research results show that apes are much more similar fo us
than previously thought. They are intelligent, social and have their own
self-consciousness, and we possess nearly identical genes.
Contemporary knowledge does not allow us o doubt the link between
ape and man. Human beings (Homo sapiens) are 98.4 percent genetically
identical o chimpanzees. That means that both share almost 99 percent

I am for the revision of the German Embryo Protection Act from
13/12/1990 according to the referendum: For the formation of a common
reproductive community of humans and primates.
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| would like to be informed of further actions and the further progress of
this initiative:
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of the same genes and distinguish themselves only through the remaining
percent, where hair, eye and skin color, etc. are recorded.

This high number of identical genes is for human beings analogous to that
of siblings; chimpanzees could be our brothers and sisters.

Only antfiquated hourgeois morality or conservative religious ethics can
object to such a link, but not a progressive and enlightened humanist
outlook.

1.1 Human rights for human-apes

There is an open debate over the boundaries of the species and member-
ship in the moral society of the “Homo sapiens”. The “Great Ape Project”
calls for human rights for great apes and is supported by scientists from
70 universities around the world. Apes should receive fundamental rights.
The discussion is over which legal rights the primates should receive.

The following species are so similar to humans that they should enjoy
human rights: Bonobo (Pan paniscus), Chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes),
Gorilla (Gorilla gorilla) and Orangutan (Pongo pygmaeus). Common
offspring of humans and apes of these types would be both possible and
desirable.

We must open our minds in order to gain a deeper understanding of the
mental processes of our fellow humans and animals. We can learn much
about ourselves and our development through the production of common
offspring with great apes. It is therefore desirable to bring humans closer

Comments:

to these four types of great apes through family ties which cross the
boundaries of species.

In the first step, infermediate forms will be created from humans and
primates using advanced reproductive fechnologies.

The goal of later stages will be the legalization of partnership, sex and
procreation between humans, the infermediate forms and primates, and
thus the allowance of trans-species attraction.

Whether the division between humans and animals is sfill to be main-
tained has yet to be decided, but remains highly topical. Hybrids blur the
border between ape and human. Uliimately, it will disappear completely.

1.2 Biologically, humans belong to the primate group

Great apes possess 48 chromosomes, whereas humans posses 46. It is
presumed that 2 of the 48 chromosomes fused together during the evolu-
tion of the present human. The individual ape branches have separated
themselves within our common family tree. They can now be brought back
together.

1.3 Historical union

The reunion of primates and humans has already taken place once in his-
tory. Hominids and chimpanzees, their dlosest relatives, found themselves
together again after an initial separation of four million years, only to

evolve apart from each other once again. The article, “Genetic evidence for
complex speciation of humans and chimpanzees” was published in Nature:
“Some parts of the DNA seemed to indicate the human and chimpanzee
species had been apart much longer than others, by millions of years.

If humans split from chimps and then interbred before splitting again,

the more divergent DNA sequences could date to before the first split,
while the less divergent sequences could date to just before the second
split. ... These unexpected features would be explained if the human and
chimpanzee lineages initially diverged, then later exchanged genes before
separating permanently.” (www.nature.com/nature /journal /v441/7097 /full/
nature04789.himl)

1.4 Hybrids

Hybrids are present in nature and play an import role for genefic diversity.
They can be artificially created by combining the reproductive cells of
various creatures. There are many hybrids (bastards) in the animal
kingdom, including horse-donkey, tiger-lion, whale-dolphin, horse-zebra
and dog-wolf. The more closely related the parents are to each other, the
more successful the production of a hybrid will be. Humans and great apes
are extremely closely related; research thus makes it possible to produce
human-ape hybrids. The cloning of a primate was already successful,
made possible by the extremely careful removal the nucleus of it's ovum
and various other changes which were part of the cloning procedure.

1.5 Foundations in infellectual history and literature
“Toon” would be better translated as “living creature” than “animal”,
thus eliminating the separation of humans from animals. The ubiquitous
contrasting of humans and animals goes in no case without saying,

and is in fact much more a result of enlightenment anthropology. It is
alternatively accompanied by the faith in progress that humans are the
better animals or by the romantic idealization that animals are the better
humans.

In his “zoology”, Aristoteles categorized humans along with animals

in various rubrics, including the “blood animals” with full-fledged bite
and stomach, the live bearing mammals, “hairy animals” or also some
“aquatic animals”. Even the often quoted speech from “Zoon Politicon”
noted no principle difference between the species, but rather the character-
istics which humans as “social creatures” share with bees or other “herd
animals” (Thomas Macho, Tierpark, Zirkus and Freakshow, www.culture.hu-berlin.de).

The connection between ape and man already appeared in literature
around 1800. In Gustave Flaubert's “Quidquid volueris”(1837), the
character Paul bought “an orangutan from a Negro” and locked him up
with a black slave woman to experimentally test whether “a crosshreed of
a monkey and a man would be possible.” The woman becomes pregnant
from the orangutan and gives birth to Djalioh, whom Paul raises as a son
in order to determine whether an ape can act as a man.

2.1 Biology as a way out of the evolutionary cul-de-sac

Our proportion of overlapping genetic material makes the difference
between humans and apes into a finite numerical size; this boundary has
become permeable through modern biology.

A new method of artificial insemination is to be developed to provide for
the common offspring of humans and apes. Evolution is fundamentally
continuous. It can allow us to recreate, particularly in our self-cognizance,
the forms of life which previously existed only to disappear through the
extinction of infermediate species on the evolutionary ladder.

In the first decade of the 20th Century, the Dutch evolutionary biolo-

gist Hermann Moens planned, with support from Ernst Haeckels, the
experimental hybridization of apes and Africans for the creation of a

new hybrid race. The Russian biologist and animal breeder llya lvanovich
Ivanov undertook attempts in the 19205 and 1930s to cross primates with
humans. In 1928, Ivanov and his son seeded female primates with human
sperm.

2.2 Save the great apes - save man

Since great apes are genefically very similar to us, their health is
particularly endangered by man’s encroachment on their habitat. lllnesses
which can infect us are also transferable to all types of great apes. The
great apes will not be able to survive if we do not radically transform

our relationship to them. The goal of this referendum is not a breeding
program. The goal is to preserve one species from extinction by crossing
its genes with another. In this sense, the referendum is to be considered as
part of the European Endangered Species Programme (EEP).

2.3 For a new human ethics

An organism which is highly human, but also partly animal is fo be
produced through the crossing of human and primate embryonic cells. The
question of how we should morally or legally define such a living being
presents a challenge for over 4,000 years of accrued human ethics.

Apes and humans will be transformed into something new. With the
hybrid organisms, we can overcome the apparent biological isolation of
our species. Thus, hybrid technology presents humans with the possibility
of finding a way out of our evolutionary cul-de-sac.

Elements of Homo sapiens can diffuse into the animal kingdom and parts
of other species can refresh our own genome. This could result in new
human- and animal-like species.

We currently find ourselves af the threshold of a human biological renais-
sance.

3.1 The implementation of this proposal necessitates a

revision of the Embryo Protection Act (ESchG)

The German Embryo Protection Act from December 13, 1990 will be
revised as follows (text of the draft bill):

Date of issue: 2009 or later

Full text of the new law:

“The Embryo Protection Act from December 13, 1990 (bgbl. I S. 2746),
revised through Article 22 of the law from October 23, 2001 (bgbl. IS.
2702)"

Status: Revised by referendum (revisions highlighted in red)
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other than a great ape
other than a great ape’s
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is not a great ape

(3) Anyone shall be allowed to produce common
offspring with primates.

1. Such offspring may be produced in any manner and
may be carried to term and raised by either primates
or humans.

2. Whether human-primate embryos should grow in a
humans or primates may be freely chosen.

3. The hybrid creatures between primate and human
are to enjoy human rights.



